
Georgetown Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry’s 

President Komal Ram-

nauth is looking forward to 

cont inued  economic 

growth in the new year, but 

stressed that this can only 

be achieved with the will 

and commitment from the 

private sector. 

“The economic future 

looks bright and we anx-

iously look forward to the 

new frontiers in the energy 

sector as we welcome all 

of the oil exploration taking 

place offshore…” 

In brief remarks at the 

Chamber’s 2011 Dinner 

and Awards on December 

9, Ramnauth enthused 

that the commercial sector 

is on an upswing, which is 

in accordance with the 

Ministry of Finance’s Half  

Year Report published in June 2011.  

That Report stated that direct foreign investments were 

made in the mining and telecommunications sectors im-

pacting directly on the country’s external reserves pegged 

at US$779M. 

Further, tax revenue collections amounted to $57B, an 

11.4% increase over 2010 collections, internal revenue 

collections pegged at $26.5B, a 10.2% increase compared 

with the corresponding period in 2010, corporate taxes 

totaled $10.6B, an increase of 8.2% (con’t, pg 2) 
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Special points of 
interest: 

 

• The Lewis’s 30 years 

in business 

• Tobacco Legislation, 

is it balanced? 

• Fire safety and pre-

vention precaution 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Annual Awards 2 

Tobacco  Legislation 2 

The Gift Center  3 

Fire Prevention 4 

  

  

  

 

G C C I  C A L L S  F O R  M O R E  B A L A N C E  I N  D R A F T I N G  
O F  T O B A C C O  L E G I S L A T I O N  

While the private sector 

supports the Ministry of 

Health’s push for to-

bacco legislation,  it is 

demanding  a more bal-

anced approach  to the 

drafting of the regula-

tions. 

The Private Sector is 

seeking a revision of the  

draft legislation  as it 

relates to the following: 

A complete ban  on 

advertising, promo-

tion and corporate 

sponsorship 

A ban on product 

display 

The Tobacco Indus-

try exclusion from 

public consultations 

Complete ban on 

smoking in  public 

places 

Tobacco Industry 

reporting. 

To bring its case to the 

fore, the GGCI in asso-

ciation with  

DEMTOCO, (con’t on pg 

2) 

 

 

 

. 
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Congratulations!!! 
 

The Chamber wishes to 
Congratulate all the  

recipients of its 2011 
Annual Awards 



   

DEMTOCCO’s boss, Chandra-

dat Chintamani  has engaged 

the assistance of his parent 

company, the British West 

Indian Tobacco 

Industry to fight 

his cause. He is 

c la iming that 

smoking be al-

lowed in desig-

nated and ade-

quately ventilated 

public areas; 

and that the prohi-

bition of tobacco 

hosted a one-day seminar to 

sensitize its members and 

other stakeholders about the 

MOH’s proposed legislation. 

“While we in the private sec-

tor support this legislation, we 

have reservations about some 

of the clauses and have made 

them known to the relevant 

authority. We hope to receive 

a fair and balanced review  of 

this legislation since jobs are 

at risk,” GCCI’s President 

Komal Ramnauth told the 

participants. 

advertising, sponsorship and 

promotion is disproportionate  

and unconstitutionality. 
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G C C I  C A L L S  F O R  M O R E . . .  ( C O NƍT  F R O M  P G  1 ) 

that Guyana’s economy is   

well poised with major ad-

vances being made in the 

energy and mining sectors, 

and in particular, the develop-

ment of hydro-power and the 

exploration of oil and gas. 

 

“The foundation has been laid 

for rapid development and 

growth,” he posited. 

while self employed  income 

taxes  amounted to  $1.5B, 

an increase of 11.6% over 

2010. 

 

“The increase in collections is 

reflected in the continued 

expansion of private sector 

activity in the productive  sec-

tors”, the Report stated.  

The GCCI’s President pledged  

“Increase in 

revenue 

collections 

reflects  the 

continued 

expansion of 

private sector 

activity in the 

productive 

sectors”-Half 

Year Report 
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the Chamber’s commitment to 

playing its part in the  development 

and improvement for the well-

being of all Guyanese  people, 

regardless of their ethnicity, gen-

der, religion, or whether they live in 

rural or urban communities. 

 

In his  maiden address to the busi-

ness community, newly elected 

President Donald Ramotar  noted     
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The Lewis’s children with 

Members of the Diplomatic 

Community                                        

Friends being regaled by Ma-

triarch Doris Lewis.   

 

Mr. Clinton Urling, Prime Min-

ister Samuel Hinds and Mem-

bers of the Clergy 

among the special invitees.       

The Georgetown Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry 

wishes to reiterate the impor-

tance of compliance with fire 

safety regulations and urges 

businesses to put the neces-

sary facilities in place in the 

interest of fire prevention and 

fire safety. 

Fire safety precautions are 

essential to prevent or reduce  

the likelihood of a fire that 

may result in death, injury,  

Fire and Mutual Insurance 

Company and the Fire Advisory 

Board (FAB), hosted a work-

shop to sensitize the business 

community on the importance 

of fire safety and fire preven-

tion issues. 

Chief Fire Officer Marlon Gen-

tle took the opportunity to 

reiterate the GFS willingness 

to work with the business com-

munity to ensure that all fire 

safety and fire protection 

guidelines are adhered to. 
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G I F T  C E N T E R - 2 0  Y E A R S  A N D  C O U N T I N G   

CON GRA TUL A TI ONS -20 YE ARS  ON. . .  

G C C I  C O - H O S T S  F I R E  S A F E T Y  &  P R E V E N T I O N  W O R K S H O P  

Mrs. Lewis and her family 

celebrated the momentous  

occasion with family, friends, 

colleagues and other well-

wishers at the Pegasus Hotel 

in September, when the ma-

triarch and her children, who 

are also business executives 

in their own right, spoke 

about their investments.  

Among the special invitees 

were  Prime Minister Samuel 

Hinds, members of the busi-

ness community, members of 

the Diplomatic Corps and the 

Clergy.  

 

(see  photos above) 

The Executive and Members 

of the Georgetown Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry 

(GCCI) take this opportunity to  

extend profound best wishes 

for continued success to Mrs. 

Doris Lewis and her family on 

the achievement of 30 years 

in business, including 20 

years for THE GIFT CENTER.. 

Matriarch 

Doris Lewis Ɗa 

woman of 

substance 

damage or loss of property.  

The Chamber recognizes the im-

portance of putting preventative 

measures in place, such as adher-

ence to building and fire codes, 

staying within the maximum occu-

pancy of a building, maintaining 

proper fire exits and fire signage, 

servicing  fire extinguishers every 

year and placing them at strategic 

points within a business premises. 

On November 11, 2011, the GCCI 

in partnership with the Guyana 

Fire Service (GFS), Hand-in-Hand 

And while he commended busi-

ness proprietors for their compli-

ance on safety measures, he 

pointed out that much more can 

be done to  safe guard against 

destruction.  

“What we find is businesses in 

our society are using a lot of grill 

work and shutters but little em-

phasis is placed on safety like 

emergency exits and proper venti-

lation. 

                                                       

(conõt on pg.4) 



56 Waterloo Street, 

North Cummingsburg 

Georgetown 

Guyana 

Georgetown Chamber  
of  Commerce & 

Industry  

During 2011, five (5) private 

sector businesses were gut-

ted by fire as compared with 

eleven (11) in 2010.  

In a power point presentation 

by Fire Prevention Officer 

Andrew Holder-Lewis, partici-

pants were shown pictures of 

store entrances that are 

blocked by commodities in-

cluded refrigerators, stoves, 

washing machines and other 

appliances. These stores, 

found particularly on Regent 

Street, have only one en-

trance and exit. 

Officer Lewis spoke of the 

dangers that the encum-

brances will cause in case of 

a fire. Fire Safety (from pg 3) 

Courts Guyana donates to Chamber  

Tel:: +592-225-5846 

Tel/Fax: +592-226-351 

Email:gtchamber@networksgy.com 
Email:gccicommerce2009@gmail.com 

 

ADVERTISE WITH US AND 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 

BECOME A 
MEMBER  

 

Www.gccigy.org 

 

The lives of the Secretariat’s staff have been made more comfortable with a 9 cubic ft . Mabe refrig-

erator from Courts Guyana Limited.  Marketing Assistant of the furniture giant Kester Abrams, while 

making  the presentation on Thursday January 12, noted that the appliance will go a far way in the 

daily operations of the secretariat. Speaking on behalf of the Executive, Mr. Lance Hinds thanked 

Courts for its timely donation.  

Chamber Secretary Lance Hinds receives the 9 cubic ft. Mabe 

refrigerator from Court’s Marketing Assistant Kester Abrams at 

the Secretariat. 


